
 

 
Privacy and Search (SG 20)(NMS15.1) 

 
Legal Framework/Guidance  
 

●​ Any search of boarders’ belongings will be carried out in accordance with section 550ZA of 
the Education Act 1996 and with regard to any guidance issued by the Secretary of State. 

●​ Searching, Screening and Confiscation – Advice for headteachers, school staff and governing 
bodies January 2018 

 
Whilst applying primarily to pupils within the boarding house, this policy should be the underpinning 
principles for all pupils within the school. 
 
Pupils have a set of kit that should be brought to school as advised in the school kit lists. On 
occasions, especially boarders, may bring in more personal items such as clothing and equipment 
(including computers and mobile phones/storage devices). Whilst the school is an ‘open site’ there 
are areas such as shower areas and dormitories where greater awareness and sensitivity is required. 
It is an expectation that all members of the community will respect the property and privacy of 
others. However, certain limitations have to be imposed for the protection of the whole community. 
 
To assist this, the following guidance exists. 

●​ Money should not be brought to school except for special occasions.   
●​ Members of the school, including staff, should knock before entering any room, particularly 

dormitories. 
●​ Showering should be supervised by staff but care should be taken to ensure that this is not 

intrusive and that pupils can be relaxed in this situation. 
●​ Pupils should be able to telephone home without being overheard or listened to. 
●​ Personal possessions should be named and boarders have the option to bring in their own 

lockable box for the safe keeping of valuable items, not electronics which should be stored in 
a secure and locked area only asseibl;e to staff. 

●​ Pastoral times should emphasise the importance of respecting other people’s property and 
privacy. 

 
On occasions and as a last resort, it may be necessary for a search to occur (including computers 
and mobile phones/storage devices). A search may only occur with the express permission of the 
Headmaster or in his absence the Senior Deputy Headmaster.  
 
A search should only occur if; 

●​ There is reason to believe that a member of the community may be in danger or ‘at risk’. 
●​ There is reason to believe that a theft or other crime has occurred. 

 
When a search has been authorised the following procedure will apply. 

●​ If appropriate, the person at the centre of the search should be present or know that the 
search is occurring. 
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●​ At least two people must be present and notes taken of what has been moved, opened, 

found or removed. 
●​ If necessary, the search will require the emptying of pockets on the person. 
●​ Throughout the search there will be no physical contact. 
●​ Care will be taken to preserve the dignity of the situation and to avoid any damage to 

property and the area searched will be left clean and tidy. 
●​ The search will be recorded, giving details of the time, date, reason and result of the search 

as well as the names of those present. 
●​ A full report will be given to the Headmaster or Deputy Heads authorising the search. 
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